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Clean energy shift offers opportunity 
WA has the ingredi,ents for a green hydrogen industry, but good intent 

needs to be combined with bold decisions, actions and policy making. 
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W
ESTERN AustraUa l.s 
Ideally positioned 10 
be the dean energy 

powerhouse envisioned by Premier 
Roger Cook, but It won't happen on 
Its own. 

Reallsh1g WA's decarbonlsatlon 
and economic diversification goals 
will take a proacuve. sustained 
and collaborative approach 
between industry and all levels of 
government. 

If done right. emerging Industries 
such as WA's nascent green 
hydrogen sector have the potential 
to help posit Ion the state as a global 
leader In dean energy. 

WA has the Ingredients to develop a 
successrul green hydrogen industry: 
sun. wind. large parcels of land, a 
stable regulatory environment and 
a polltical wlll to make projects 
happen. But good !mem nl!<!ds 10 
be combined with bold dectsloris. 
actions and policy making. 

The gcwernmeru's planned reforms 
to the environmental approvals system 
announced last year were a welcome 
early step. The accompanying 
budget announcements in the 
mid-year economic review 
reinforced the government's 
commitment to these reforms. 

Irlmplemented prop,nly. the 

changes wUI help attract rurther 
Investment by de-rlsklng new 
prolecls that would previously have 
been subjected to an opaque sys1em 
and lengthy del.ays. 

It roUQWs a sul1e orlI11:emlves 
announced by Mr Cook at the WA 
Clean Energy Forum In February, 
creating further opportunities In 
clean energy industries. 

The nexr srep IS to ensure these 
opportunllles don't go to waste 
and that the announcements 
are followed up by actions and 
eng.agemenr wllh Industry. 

We need to ensme rhe building 
blocks are putln place lo secure 
the long-term success ofWA's clean 
energy plans. 

WA's green hydrogen industry 
has the potential to be a key player, 
not only ln asslsllng WA Industries 
decarbonlse. but also launching a 
new export economy by supporting 
the slgnlflcan1 decarbonisation 
efforts 111 countries such as fapan 
and South Korea. 

On the diversiflca,on front, a 
successful green hydrogen h1dusrry 
also has 1he potenrlal to create new 
green resources Jobs 10 replace 
those that will inevitably be lost 
as rossU fuel-driven Industries 
shrink and the mining cycle 
oools over coming decades. There 
will be enormous opponunllles 
In lnnovallon. technology and 
diversifying the resources skUls 
base our state relies on. 

The potential size and longevity 
of green hydrogen projects Is 
unique, and the staggered phasing 
In of construction aod operallon 
can offer multl-g nerallonal 
opponunllles. 

The giga-scale green hydrogE'n 
projects earmarked for WA, such as 
the Australian Renewable Energy 
H 1.1b and Western Green Energy 
Hub, will be among !he largest In 
the world. 

This scale presents a huge 
opportunity to build local 
manufacturlng capabtllcy. ra1her 
than relying on. lntemat Ion al 
suppliers to ship the enormous 
number of solar cells, wind turbines 
and electrolysers thar will be 
neede-d to produce green hydrogen. 

WA has the opponunlty to create 
a circular system. In which local 
manufacture!$ provide support for 
green hydrogen In construction 

and are t hen powered from green 
hydrogen once operational. 

Labour productivity ts one of the 
major dlfncultles In enriching our 
local processing and manufacturing 
capablllles. However. by ensuring 
we levera:ge our abundant 
renewable energy and bul.ld 
common In rras1ruct ure 10 harness 
11. we eould cream .i competitive 
advantage ro, WA, 

As an emerging Industry, green 
hydrogen projecls also have the 
opportunity 10 take a new approach 
10 engagement with trndll!,;,nal 
owners, ensuring they are an 
Integral part of the prolect from 
Lhe start and underslandlng their 
unique aspirations. 

The lndus11y has an opportunity 
10 work ln partnershJp with the 
communities It ls operating In, rat.her 
than 1he transactional relatlonsh.lp 
lhe mining and pelroleum lndus1ry 
has evolved from ln the past. 

This Is an exciting lime for WA. 
and with oon1tnued coUaborallon 
between Industry. governments 
and communities. we can l'nsure 
Industries such as green hydrogen 
achieve rhelr poten!lal lo help 
position WA as a leader In dean 
energy. 
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