€6 Weneed to
ensure the building
blocks are put in
place to secure the
long-term success
of WA’s clean

energy plans

Japan and South Korea
{pictured) are undertaking
significant decarbonisation
efforts using a mix of
technologies. Photo: Yu Airu

Clean energy shift offers opportunity

WA has the ingredients for a green hydrogen industry, but good intent
needs to be combined with bold decisions, actions and policy making.
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ESTERN Australials
Wldeally posltioned 10
be the clean energy

powerhouse envisioned by Premier
Roger Cook, but it won't happen on
Its own.

Realising WA's decarbonlsatien
and economic diversification goals
will 1ake a proactive, sustained
and collaborative approach
between industry and all levels of
government,

If done right. emerging Lndustries
such as WA's nascent green
hydrogen sector have the potentlal
to help positlon the state as a global
leader in clean energy.

WA has (he ingredlents to develop a
successful green hydrogen industry:
sun, wind, large parcels of land, a
stable regulatory environment and
a political wlll to make projects
happen. But good intent needs to
be combined with bold declsions,
actions and pollcy making.

The government’s planned reforms
to the envirommental approvals system
announced last year were a welcome
early step. The accompanying
budget announcements in the
mid-year economic review
relnforced the government's
commitment to these relorms.

Ifimplemented properly, the
changes will help aitract further
Investment by de-risking new
projects that wauld previously have
been subjecied to an opaque sysiem
and iengthy delays.

It follows a suite of incentives
announced by Mr Cook at the WA
Clean Energy Forum in February,
creating further spportunities in
clean energy industsles.

The nexI slep is to ensure these
opportunities don’t go to waste
and that the announcements
are followed up by actlons and
engagement with industry.

We need to ensure the building
blocks are putin place to secure
the long-term success of WA's clean
energy plans.

WA's green hydrogen industry
has the potentlal to be a key player,
not only in assisting WA Industries
decarbonlse, but also launching a
new export economy by supporting
the signlficant decarbonisation
efforts in countrles such as Japan
and South Korea.

On the diversificaion front, a
successful green ltydrogen industry
alzo hag the potential te create new
green resources jobs te replace
those that will inevitably be lost
as fossil fuel-driven Industries
shrink and the mining cycle
cools over coming decades. There
will be enormous opportunities
In lonovation, technology and
diversifylng the resources skills
base our state relies on.

The potential slze and longevity
of green hydrogen projects is
unique, and the staggered phasing
in of constructton and operation
can offer multi-g enerational
opportunities.

The giga-scale green hydrogen
projects earmarked for WA, such as
the Austrailan Renewable Energy
Hub and Western Green Energy
Hub, will be among the largest In
the world.

This scale presents a huge
opportunity to bulld local
manufacturing capability, rather
than relylng on International
suppliers to ship the enormous
number of solar cells, wind turbines
and electrolysers that will be
needed to produce green hydrogen.

WA has the opportunity to create
a circular system, in which local
manufacturers provide support lor
green hydrogen bt construction

and are then powered from green
hydrogen once operational.

Labour productivity is one of the
malor difficultles in enriching our
loca) processing and manufacturing
capablliies. However, by ensuring
we leverage our abundant
renewable energy and build
common infrastructure to harness
It. we could create a compelltive
advantage for WA,

As an emerging Indusiry, green
hydregen projects also have the
opportunity to 1ake a new approach
fo engagement wilh traditional
owners, ensuring they are an
Integral part of the profect from
the start and understanding thelr
unique aspirations.

The industry has an opportunity
to work In partnership with the
communities it Is operating in, rather
than the tzansactienal relatienship
the mining and petroleum Industry
has evolved Irom in the past.

This is an exciting time for WA,
and with continued collaboration
between Industry, governments
and communities, we can ensure
industries such as green hydrogen
achieve thelr potential o help
positien WA as a leader In clean
energy.
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